From the “Vorspiel” and “Isolde’s Liebestod” 49

(“Tristan und Isolde”?)

“Tristan and Isolde” was commenced by Wagner in 1857, and finished two years later. The orches-
tral prelude to this work is a wonderful setting of a series of the principal motives occurring inthe course
of the opera, while “Isolde’s Liebestod” (Isolde’s Love-death) occurs in the last scene of the third act.
In it Isolde delivers her dying speech over her lover’s dead body. The music to this scene is incom-
parable as regards grandeur, passion and fire, and marks the zenith of Wagner’'s powers as a compo-
ser of impassioned descriptive music.
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