Tannhauser Overture.

Wagner himself furnished an explanatory program for this Overture, which in substance is as
follows: _"At the commencement the orchestra alone presents the pilgrim’'s song. It comes near-
er, swells into a mighty deluge of sound, and at last recedes. With the fall of night there appear
magic forms, a roseate cloud arises, impassioned tones reach the ear, the confused movements
of a wild dance greet the eye. These are the seductive fascinations of the Venus mountain. At-
tracted by them Tannhaeuser, the bard of love, approaches, and as if to draw them nearer, sings
his triumphant love-song. Shouts of rapture answer. In all her beauty and entrancing charms Ve-
nus herself appears. The singer's senses are led captive. An irresistable longing seizes him. He
stands before the goddessand sounds her praise in highest ecstacy. As if by magic the wonders
of the Venus mountain are disclosed to him. With shouts of joy Bacchantes surround him, and
bear him to their realm. The stormy tumult subsides. Only a trembling, quivering moaning fills
the air as darkness sinks again. But with the break of day, from afar the pilgrims’song resounds,
and as it swells and night makes way for day, that trembling in the air that sounded like the cries
of lost, accursed spirits, grows to a gladsome, joyful noise; and in inspired strains, with the ris-
ing of the sun, the pilgrims' song tells all the world of salvation. It is the song of triumph of the
saved!
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A Few Characteristic Violin Passages from the 18t and 279 Acts of

Tannhauser.
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