Prelude to “Lohengrin’

Wagner at first called this Prelude an “Instrumental Introduction’) but afterward changed the
designation to “Vorspiel”, i.e., Prelude. A condensed explanation of the meaning which he him-
self intended this prelude to convey is as follows:__ The opening of the prelude is like thin, white
clouds, floating in a serene sky, and scarcely discernable from the ethereal blue surrounding
them. But suddenly the violins sound, as from the farthest distance and in continued pianissimo,
the Grail motive, and at once the clouds take form and motion. Our inner eye discerns a group
of angels descending from the height of heaven, and carrying in their midst the holy vessel. Sweet-
est harmonies float around them, gradually increasing in warmth and variety, till at last, with the
Jortissimo of the full orchestra, the sacred mystery in all its overpowering splendor is revealed
to our enchanted eyes. After this climax of religious ecstasy the harmonious waves begin to re-
cede, and, with their ebbing motion, the angels return gradually, as they came, to their celestial
abode.
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* From here on all Violins in their gen-
436 eral order of stands, in equal parts.
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